
 
 
 

 
 
 
Dear Mr Robb 
 
E Scooter Trial Coming to Richmond 
 
Thank you for your email of 1 May, to the Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP about the 
e-scooter trials. As you will appreciate, the Secretary of State receives large 
volumes of correspondence from members of the public and unfortunately, is 
unable to answer each personally. Therefore, I have been asked to reply. 
 
In the UK, powered transporters, also known as micromobility devices, are 
treated like any other motor vehicle under the Road Traffic Act, and this 
includes e-scooters. Therefore, e-scooters will be subject to laws requiring 
them to be built and used safely. Thus, users will need to have insurance, 
driving licences, number plates, and helmets. The law was not drafted with e-
scooters in mind. Consequently, users of e-scooters will find it a challenge to 
comply with the legal requirements for motor vehicles as set out in this 
paragraph. Offences relating to driving standards and speeding also apply. 
  
It is, therefore, illegal to use a powered transporter on a public road without it 
complying with these legal requirements. It is also illegal to use a powered 
transporter in spaces which are set aside for use by pedestrians, cyclists, and 
horse-riders. This includes on the pavement and in cycle lanes. 
 
The Department recognises that people want to take advantage of the 
opportunities e-scooters can offer. We are committed to encouraging 
innovation in transport as well as improving road safety, but new modes of 
transport must be safe and secure by design. 
 
The Department is running trials of rental e-scooters to assess their safety 
and wider impacts. This is part of the Governments Future of Transport 
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regulatory review which will decide whether e-scooters and similar vehicles 
should be allowed on the road and, if so, what rules should apply to them.  
Safety will always be the top priority when deciding whether new vehicles 
should be allowed on the road.  
 
Trials allow us to gather evidence in a safe and controlled way. The evidence 
we gather will inform whether e-scooters should be legalised in the future, 
and how we can ensure their use is as safe as possible. 
 
While trials are running, privately-owned e-scooters will remain illegal to use 
on the road, cycle lanes or pavements. Guidance on this can be found at: 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/powered-transporters/information-
sheet-guidance-on-powered-transporters. When a novel type of vehicle is 
introduced, if they are not already permitted or foreseen by legislation, the 
onus is on the promoters of such vehicles to present arguments and evidence 
to persuade the legislators to permit them - or redesign them to fit within 
existing legislation. This has not happened in the case of electric scooter. For 
example, in the case of electrically assisted pedal cycles (EAPC), in 1983 the 
case was made, and the Department and Parliament agreed, that pedal 
cycles with a limited amount of electric power assistance, provided at speeds 
of up to 15mph, should be treated as pedal cycles rather than as motor 
vehicles. This meant that they would be exempted from the requirements that 
normally apply to motor vehicles, such as registration, driving licence, etc. on 
the basis that an EAPC provides a similar level of power as can be generated 
by a fit cyclist. And so EAPCs are allowed on cycle routes provided they 
conform with the Electrically Assisted Pedal Cycles Regulations. If an EAPC 
meets those regulatory requirements it is treated the same as a pedal cycle. 
 
The Department has in place a comprehensive monitoring and evaluation 
programme. A final report will be published in spring 2022. Any future rules 
for e-scooters may not be the same as the rules in trials, but they will be 
based on the evidence we gather in our trials. We are confident the trials will 
be a success and will help us avoid the problems other countries have faced 
and ensure that we get our regulations right. 
 
I hope that this goes some way to answering the concerns that you raised. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Fiona O'Neill 


